6. OUR AIMS IN LIFE

Respected Sir! What should be our aim in life?
Let me first know what your ambition in life is.
I wish to become a doctor. It all depends upon the
availability of a seat in the Medical College. I
must earn well and help relations and poor people.
I must also lead a virtuous life.
It will not be enough if one earns well in life and

helps others. To be born as a human being is
"itself an opportunity to lead a spiritual life and
try to get release from the cycle of births and
deaths. This life should be a pilgrim's progress.
After equiping yourself with education you must
choose a profession and earn money justly. Then
you should get married, help others and enjoy life.
In the fourth stage of your life you should inten"
sify your efforts to get salvation or Moksha.

All these four aims, called Purusharthas, are
Dharma, Artha, Kaama and Moksha (cha-
rity and virtuous life, wealth, enjoyment and
salvation).

Sir, what is Artha?

It is possession of gold, silver, house, lands, chil-
dren, clothes, conveyances, radio, refrigerator and
all such things which give us pleasure. Education,
knowledge, gentlemanliness, modesty, tolerance
and other good qualities are also possessions.
Sir, what is Kaama?

Kaama is getting pleasure; we get it not only in
married life but in other ways also. We get happi-
ness by looking at the beautiful scenes in nature,
by hearing the lisping words of children, by lis-